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KEY STEPS TO THE INQUIRY PROCESS
STEP 1 UNDERSTAND THE POWER OF RESEARCH
What is social science research and how is it useful in creating change?
STEP 2 IDENTIFY COMMUNITY PROBLEMS AND ASSETS
What is our community like? What are the advantages or challenges of living in our community?
What are the most important issues for youth in our community?
STEP 3 CHOOSE A TOPIC AND DEVELOP RESEARCH QUESTIONS
What is the problem or issue that you want to address and/or change in your school or community?
What are your goals for addressing this issue?
STEP 4 IDENTIFY POTENTIAL SOURCES OF INFORMATION
What specific kind of information might you need to solve or address the problem?
Whose ideas, perspectives, and knowledge do you need to better understand this issue?
STEP 5 DECIDE ON RESEARCH METHODS AND DEVELOP RESEARCH TOOLS
How are you going to get this information? What tools will you use to collect it?
How are you going to get people to answer your questions and be involved?
STEP 6 COLLECT DATA
How will you make sure your research is complete?
Who is responsible for doing what? By when?
STEP 7 ORGANIZE AND ANALYZE DATA
What are the major trends or themes that your data show?
STEP 8 DECIDE ON RECOMMENDATIONS AND PRODUCTS
What are your main recommendations based on the evidence you gathered?
What types of products will make these recommendations accessible?
STEP 9 TAKE ACTION
Who should know about these findings and recommendations?
How are you going to share the information and get your message out?
STEP 10 CELEBRATE
What have you achieved? What successes do you want to celebrate?

Who do you want to include in your celebration?
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Action Plan
Where does your team see
potential for action?
Think about audiences for
your research, including
the student body,
committees, faculty, etc.
Roadblocks to Change
Are there any roadblocks
or challenges that might
make action/change
difficult?
Potential Impact
Where might your project
have an impact? On
students/teachers? On the
school? Related to a
specific policy?
Timeline Overview
Broadly, when will data
collection be complete?
When will you analyze
your data? What other
key dates should your
team should be aware of?
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